S

’

AT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403720059-5

\
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000403720059-5

ATTRT ATPIARED T

ONPISE_2

—=

NEW YORK POST
9 July 1985

U.S. GETS TOU

IN CAMBODIA

By NILES LATHEM
Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON -- The Reagan admin-
istration, backed by Democrats in
Congress, will dramatically step up
its anti-Communist military activities

in Cambodia today.
The tough new stand will include a
series of highly visible moves to
rebel groups

regime installed by Vietnam.

Secretary of State George Shultz is
scheduled to visit a Cambodian rebel
cumﬁ on Thailand’s border today to
highlight the administration’s in-
creasing role in supporting anti-Com-
munist rebels fighting the Vietnamese
army from secret bases along the

Cambodian border.
As Shultx visits the camp, the Demo-
cratic-controlled House is expected to

pass a $5 million military-aid package
— originally proposed by Rep. Steven
Solars (D-Brooklyn) — designed to

provide the first no-strings-attached-

overt funding by the U.8. government
to the Cambodian resistance.

r ional
officials sa on would aug-
ment millions cove! &
tha_CIA haa been Tunnaling 1o the

bels throu, ailand since 1982,
il'ﬁe new campalign by the lﬁ 1

minis-
tration represents the most extensive
involvment by the U.8. in Cambodia
since the Vietnam war and is part of
the administration’s overall strategy
of challenging 8oviet-sponsored totali-

tarian regimes throughout the world.

“The aim is to increase the cost of
Vietnamese occupation until the Viet-
namese decide that a political settle-
ment is in their best interest,” said one
administration official.

The political solution the adminis-
tration has in mind includes a with-
drawal of Vietnamese forces and “self
determination” of the Cambodian peo-
ple in governmental tation,

Two non-Communist groups
the Khmer People’'s National Libera-
tion Front and the National 8ihanouk-
ist Army — are the beneficiaries of
the U.8. aid package.

The two groups, headed by former

Cambodian leaders who were ousted by
the brutal Khmer Rouge revolution in .
1078, have been operating from secret

Their ormance, however, has

been lackluster so far, according to
knowledgeable sources, as the 25,000-
strong resistence has failed to adopt
the kind of guerrilla warfare tactics
necessary to put real pressue on the
Vietnamese army.




